Structural and spatial considerations in the N,N'-diacyl- and bis(alkoxycarbonyl)bispidinone series.
Diamidic and dicarbamic bispidinones show trans-cis isomerism, the relative population in solution of the cis form increasing with solvent polarity. The mutual proximity of the two amide functions in 4a has no impact on the barrier to isomerization. The system represents a peculiar case of planar chirality posing a challenge to its specification.